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United   Stotes  Department  of  Agriculture 
Soil  Conservation  Service 
Dayt^onOhlo 


ORGAN  5  FAiJPAHE 

K^ic^;    (IN  ma  SON) 

I  give  jou  a  land  of  svn  ajid.  showers 
And  smiiJier  the  whole  year  long  ° 
I  give  you  a  land  vdiere  the  ^i, olden  grain 
holls  jj  to  the  mocking-hird ' s  song, 
SOUND;     Clap  of  thunder j.. 

iii'i  1 ,  0  U r'.  C  Sit 

Pottav/atornie  I  The  ikOth  consecutive  episode  of  Fortunes  Washed 
Awa3r  I 

ORGAN  ThSME:     I  GET  THE  3LUE3  WEEN  IT  RAINS. 
ANNOm^'CSR 


Comparatively''  speaking,  Oklahoma  is  a  new  state  ~-  the  i-.6th  star 
on  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  Aiiierica.     Until  19'-7;  i"^  was 
composed  of  two  territories,  one  being  the  Indian  Territory  — 
land  of  the  red  man,  land  of  the  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Cherokee, 
Greek,  and  Seminole,  land  of  winding  serpentine  hilD.s,  covered 
Y/ith  timber,  land  of  undulc.ting  plateaus  deeply  scored  ~dj  many 
stream.s,  land  of  prairies  covered  with  grass,  and  land  of  fertile 
valleys.     Here  is  the  hom.e  of  the  Pottawatom-ie . 
ORGAN:     SYMBOLIC  LfUSIC  BEHIND... 
NARRATOR 

Come  with  me  to  Pottawatomiie  County,  land  of  the  Indian,.  ..a 
■  territory  that  has  been  under  the  national  flags  of  Spain,  Prance 
and  England .where  villc.ges  unfolded  from  the  v/ildernsss  and 
grew  into  prosperous  cities,  churches,  schools,  railroads,  high- 
ways, fertile  farms.     Come  oack  with  me  half  a  century,  b<:.ck  to 
the  C'.ays  when  miy  people  first  m.oved  from:  Kansas* 


-  2  - 

o:^CrAN'    p-D::.  OUT. 

SOUliD::     Door  opens  and  clos e s  . » . 
COMMISSIQiTBR 
T^fell,  Chief  Hario? 

le  would  speak  with  you^  Coriiinissioner . 
FOX 

Quv  people,  they  have  trouble, 
GOLMISSIOrER 

Again?     3y  tiiunder,  I  thought  when  you  moved  here  from  hansas 
yoiir       troubles  with  the  white  men  would  be  over.     All  this 
bickering  over  nothing,.. 
KARJO 

It  is  not  trouble  v/ith  white  inen ,  Gorrjuiissioner  • 
COMMISSIONER 

Can  it  be  the  land?    We  bought  this  land  from  the  Seminole s  and 
the  Creeks  for        cents  an  acre.     It's  good  land,  Chief  Harjo, 
FOX 

The  land  Is  good  indeed. 
HARJO 

It  is  the  Shawnees.     They  refuse  to  move  out, 
COMhlSSIOkER 

Then  by  thunder,  we'll  drive  them  outi     I'll  get  in  touc:  with 
Colonel  Moss,     He'll  get  the  army  after  them.     The  United  States 
government  has  prom.ised  the  Pottawatomie  country  to  3-our  tribes, 
and,  by  thunder,  you'll  have  it  I 


HaRJO 

No,  Commissioner.     We  want  no  more  trouble  v\^ith  other  tribes.  We 
want  to  settle  this  dispute  among  ourselves,  but  without  bloodshed, 
but  we  know  you  are  the  voice  for  the  government,  and  we  want  you 
to  join  us  in  our  council. 
COMMISSIONER  (LAUGHING) 

by  the  devil  himself.     Of  all  people,  you  are  the  ones  who  want 

to  comproriiise  i 

FOX 

We  are  tired  of  bloodshed.  Commissioner,     We  have  seen  the  folly 
of  fighting  and  quarreling  among  one  another.     Tim^e  after  time, 
our  tribes  have  settled  in  peace,  only  to  be  driven  on  and  on. 
This  Pottawatomie  country  is  great.     Rich  soil,.     Pine  hunting 
grounds.    We  would  like  to  settle  it  in  peace,  and  build  a  groat 
nation . 

ORGAN;     SYl\i30LIG  MUSIC  BEHIND.  .  . 

NAbriATOR 

Pottawatomie  County ..  .heart  of  OklahomeL,  cresjii  of  the  Canadian 
Valley. land  of  Salt  Creek,  Pond  Creek,  Door  Creek,  Dance  Crook, 
Rock  Creek,  Squirrel  Creek... land  of  diversified  farming.  Home 
of  hardy,  industrious  pioneers  who  changed  a  wildernesr,  into  a 
busy,  populous  region.     First  there  v^ere  sod  homes,  tent  cities, 
dugouts.     Then  good  homes  tool;:  the  place  of  dugouts,   sod  houses, 
board  shanties.     It  was  a  great  day  for  the  city  of  Shawnee  when, 
in  lS57>  the  first  train,  the  "Lillian  Russell'',  was  iue  to  arrive. 

ORGAN"     FADE  OUT. 

SOUND  I     C rowd  noises  , . . 
GOMlO:  SSI  ONER 

You  seem  to  be  as  excited  ?.oout  this  great  event  SlB  I  am,Harjo, 


H.:.R-TO 

And  why  not.  Commissioner?     Sinco  tho  Indian  Territory  vid.s  opened 
to  settlement,  our  people  ha.v^  learned  to  adax^t  thei..Solves  to 
your  •.7a3'"S  • 
FOX 

Who  knows. .  .perhaps  v/e  may  be  the  ones  that  are  civilizing  y oii . 
GQMlvJSSIOTISR  (LAUGHING) 

3h?     3y  thunder.  Pox,  you  may  be  right  at  that.     Ay,  how  times 
have  changed.     Do  you  renemeer  ten  years  ago,  how  the  Is-nd  looked, 
then  ? 
FOX 

We  rcmen^Dor  well.     The  land  was  covered  with  timoer .o .great  pecan 
trees.     3ut  your  people  have  cut  them  down. 
GQAiAL  SSI  ONER 

Gom.e,  com.e,  Foxl     This  is  great  farming  land.     Why,  with  the  rain- 
fall we  have  here,  and  the  fertile  soil,  we  can  grow  no  end  of 
fine  crops. 
FOX 

?erli?ups.     3ut  perhaps  not.     Our  people  have  handled  these  lands 
and  other  lands  since  life  began.     Did  v/o  grow  corn  on  the 
hillsides? 
HARJO 

The  hillsides  were  not  meant  for  corn.     The  Great  Aanitou  ueant 
the  hills  for  trees.     No,  Comi'iiissioner ,  perhaps  we  3.ro  not  yet 
"civilized",  as  you  call  it,  after  all. 
COMMISSIONSR 

You ^ re  strange  ones,  you  tv/o.  We  We  been  friends  these  m.anj-  years, 
yet  sometimes  I  feel  as  thougli  I  don't  Imow  you  at  all. 
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HaRJO 

This  country,  and  our  people,  will  always  bo  strange  to  you. 
But  this  country,  and  our  people,  are  our  life.     It  is  strange  to 
you,   just  as  the  '''Lillian  Fmssell"   is  strange  to  us. 
S 0 Ul^TD ;     Cr owd  noises  grow  slight ly  louder ,  with  oc c 3-s_i_on_a  1  ^lio u t_s_, 
FOX 

Toll  us  about  the  ''Lillleji  Russell",  Comrnissionor • 
COMMISSIONER 

Oh,  the  ''Lilly?"     Why,  I've  never  seen  her,  hut  they  say  she's 
a  real  train.     Past  mail.     Plenty  of  speed.     Lots  of  shiny  brass. 
(G]HtLrTGING  HIS  TONE  OF  VOICE.)     But  just  between  us,  they  te3.1  one 
story  about  her.     They  say  she  collided  with  a  buggy  over  by 
Okomah.     The  buggy  lost  a  Y/hoel        but  the  engine  y7c?ls  laid  up  for 
days.      (LAUGHS  UPROARIOUSLY). 
SHOUT  OFF  MIKE 
Plere  she  come  si 
SOUND  I     C voYJd  shout   c Pie e r_s;_,_  etc,  . 

SOUND  I  Train  comes  ste aming  in  ,  w  i  t  h  o  1  d  -  f  a  s  hi  on  o  6.  sc  igop  c  hin  ^  ^  s  hrill 

v/histle  » .  .  .  gradually  c_oiiios__to__ha3^t  ^  jiri^th_jpua\f -v,;;uAbAlng . 

COMMISSIONER 

Isn^t  she  a  marvel? 

FOX  (deliberately) 

That ,.  .Commissioner .that ...  small  black  object  is  the  ''Lill^^?'' 

COMMISSIONER 

That's  her  I     My,  my... 

FOX 

I  sav/  one  like  that  on  a  corner  in  Tulsa  once.     Only  a  funny- 
looking  man  stood  beside  it,  and  he  had  a  Fionkey  with  a  tin-cup, 
I  think  they  c^ullod  it  a  peanut  roaster. 
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ORGAN :     3Yj\i:30LIC  MUSIC  3EHIND 

NAR.:'U.TQR 

Much  happened  to  Pottav/atoraio  County  agriculture  in  the  following 
years.     The  soil  v/as  fertile,  yet  it  was  but  a  shell,  and  constant 
cropping  \7ore  away  that  shell, 
VOICE 

Soil  erosion  I 
MR:iATOR 

Lean  years  saw  the  farm  land  go  untended,  huuses  left  vacc^nt  and 
sluTiiping  in  value.     Then,  in  the  gloomy  depression  days  follov/ing 
the  World  Wc.r,  oil  re-entered  the  picture, 

VOICE 

,31ack  gold; 
NARRATOR 

Oil  «~  black  gold.     Oil  meant  work.     Oil  meant  money  and  T,rosperity, 
Proper  tillage  methods,   just  then  being  introduced,  v/oro  thrown 
into  the  discard.     Oil  prices  were  high,  hopes  were  higher,., 
ORGA?^^     UP  TO  SUSTAINED  HIGH  PITCH,  THEN  OUT. 
NARRATOR  (cold) 

Oil  prices  fell.     The  boom  was  over,     ( PAUSE  )  „ 
FOX 

groY/  old.  Chief  Harjo, 
HARJO 

And  v/ith  us  goes  the  land,     Pottawatomie  County,  as  fair  a  garden 
as  man  has  ever  Imov/n, 
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FOX 

iind  so  life  runs  its  course  •     Exploration,  exploitation,  ^.xhaustion . 

The  white  man  thought  that  lend  Y/as  ovorlas tin;^:.     Tools  would  wear 

out,  men  would  die,  hut  the  land  would  remain.     Now,  the  land 

set  aside  for  the  Sac  and  the  i:'ox,  the  Shawnee  and  the  I'ottawatomie , 

goes  Y/ith  us . 

HAH  JO 

Perhaps,     And  perhaps  not,   to  use  jov.r  OYm  words.     For  what  foolish 
mon  can  destroy,  he  can  also  preserve.     The  newspapers  tell  us 
that  Pottawatomie  County  farmers  have  organized  two  soil  conser- 
vation districts  to  keep  the  soil, 
FOX 

Then  they,  like  us,  have  le_irned  to  band  to;:-,ethcr  and  >^>:.ttle  their 
vital  problems, 
ORGAN:     SYMBOLIC  hUSIC  .BEHIITD,,. 

NAHHATOR 

Today,  Pottawatomie  County  agriculture  stands  at  the  crossroads. 
For  h-.lf  a  century  farmers  have  taken  from  the  soil  with  little 
thought  of  putting  anythin^  back.     Now,  they're  setting  themselves 
to  build  their  soil  to  insure  permanent  agricultural  prosperity. 
That's  the  way  life  is,  and  should  bo, 
ORGAN:     UP  AND  OUT. 
ANNOUNCBR 

Thus,  the  history  of  Pottawatomie  County,  Oklahom.a,  heart  of  the 
Ca.nadic?in  Valley,  passes  in  reviev/.     And  now,  once  again  "i;e  turn 
to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  here  is  rial  Jenkins. 
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Thanks,  ^  .     And  there's  still  morj  to  jo  tolc.  aoout 

the  way  the  farmers  down  theru  in  the  Sooner  State  are  working 

to  preserve  their  remaining  topsoil. 

AMQUNCER 

Then  let's  hear  the  whole  story,  Hal. 
JENKINS 

Well,  first  of  all,  cattle  ocnd.  dairy  products  bring  in  more  money 
than  any  other  agricultural  crop  to  the  farmers.     Last  year,  oil 
royalties,  leases,  and  bonuses,  brought  in  a  million  £.nd  a  half 
dollars  to  farmers,  v/hile  cattle  brought  in  a  million, •• 

ANNOUNCER 

And  that  in  an  oil  county,  too. 
JENKINS 

Yes,  it  shows  that  farmers  d.ovrn  there  arc  learning  that  the  crops 
that  grow  and  food  on  the  land  are ,  first  and  f oromcc t ,  the ir 
standby.     Cotton  is  the  next  cash  crop  in  import.:-nce ,  but  the^r're 
getting  away  from  it,  because  it's  o.  row  crop,  and  a  ro\7  crop  on 
sloping,  or  even  gently  rolling  IcmcT,  m^eans  but  one  thing... 
ANNOUNCER  ^  ■ 

Soil  erosion, 
JENP^NS 

And  you  know  by  now,  ^  ,  that  continued  soil  erosion 

m'.;ans  a  decline  in  cash  income.     Alfalfa  is  becoming  more  and  more 
prominent,   and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  so  many  pecan  tr.:-es  were 
cut  dovm ,  pecans   still  rank  fourth,  agriculturally  speaking, 
ANNOUNCER 

Who  1-moY/s ..  .maybe  som-O  of  those  pecans  wo  had  in  our  Clii'^istmas 
fruit  cakc;  camiO  from  Pot tawatoriic  County, 
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Could  00 ...  although  I  has ''ajn  to  add  that  S^/ing  Jjnos'^  h-:.;0  stato 
d o s n '  t  p r o du c o  all  of  t ho  g o c d  p o c  an  s  •     Why ,  in  i:iy  o vrn  n a t  i  v o 
stato  of  l^orth  Dahota,  wo  v.bg6.  to  grow, .hut  that's  diffv^ront 
st^-^py,  .     Lot  Lio  toll  YOU  a 3 out  a  gull^^"  control 

contest. 

Suroly  not  a  contest  to  soo  which  fanners  could  produce  the  nost 

gullies  ? 

JBNIINS 

On  the  contrary. . • to  find  which  farmer  could  do  the  host   loo  of 
healing  them.     John  S,  halone,  who  was  in  the  first  graduating 
class  from  Oklahoma  A,  &  h.  College,  vjas  county  agricultural  agont 
in  Tulsa  County  for  15  years,  before  ho  wont  to  Pottawatomie 
County  as  general  manager  of  the  Shawnoe  Chamber   "f  Coim-erce, 
ilaturally,  ho  v/as  conservation  m.inded,  so  he  \7ont  into  a  huddle 
v\[ith  county  agent  James  Lawrence,  and  they  worked  out  a  gully 
control  contest.     Cash  prizes  wore  paid,  out  more  valuaolo  from 
a  long-time  standpoint,  was  the  value  of  the  land  roclc-iv;AOd  or 
preserved, 
ANN0UNC3R 
The  winners] 
JSMINS 

Here  o.rc  a  few  sjT^'.ibolic  rihoens,   • 

ANNOUNCER 

First  prize:     G-.  j  „  Yarbrough, 
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Mr.  Yarbrough  h.o.d  a  20-acro     jandonod  field  that  no  callod  ''Custor's 
Last  Stand*"     Ho  built  a  divorsion  tonracG  just  ajJVG  tiio  gullied 
field,  to  cut  off  excess  v;ater  running  from  the  slope  above.  Then 
ho  built  a  complete  system  of  terraces  in  the  field_,  m_aking  dirt 
fills  in  the  gullies,  cjid  then  seeding  the  dirt  fills  with  '.'ermuda 
c^rass.     Now  he  is  seeding  tlio  entire  field  to   3ermudc:  ;':rass  for 
permanent  pasture,     Mr.  Yarbrough  used  a  tr.:Lctor  and  ^:rader  borrov/ed 
from,  the  local  school  district  to  build  his  terraces.     hnd  that, 

 ,  is  one  of  the  beauties  of  cooperation.   Just  like 

they  ho.ve  in    his  local  soil  conservation  distric t .  .  .  that  machinery 
is  available  to  anyone  w.abhin  the  district.     The  Yarbrougl.  xiold 
had  been  abandoned.     But  according  to  Sam  Durham,  Oklahoma  A.  &  M. 
pasture  specialist  who  did  the   judging,   thc.t  field  v/ill  Qocn  bo 
producing        pounds  of  buttorfat  per  acre.     Today,   :  r.  0.  ii,  Yar- 
brough is  one  of  the  supervisors  of  the  Sho.wneo  soil  c enservatj.on 

district.     Another  ribbon,    • 

AMOUITCER 

,ir.  T»  M.  Kirk. 

^JENEIi'S 

Mr.  Kirk,  who  lives  near  haud,  Oklahoma,  also  used    ]ermu...  a  gro.ss  to 
heal  his  gullies.     In  fact,  during  dry  weather,  he  hauled  ^QC  bucket, 
of  v/ator  to  the  field  to  stimulate  grov/th  of  the   3ermud.. .  Next? 
ANNOUNCER 
Clifford  Saris. 


t 
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Glifi  :iarlc  is  a  yDimg  follow,  and  onco  was  a  Lj.--H  clvCo  bey,  where 
ho  learned  many  little  lossons  in  soil  conservation.     Ho  plowed  in 
his  gullies  with  his  own  team  ar:d  an  ordinary  turning  plow,  and 

seeded  them  to  grass  mixtures.     YouJll  notice,  , 

hDW  often  vegetation  is  being  used  to  control  soil  erosion. 

H.  LI„  Harrell. 

JENI-IITS 

Hero's  a  case  where  vegetation  was  supported  "by  structures.  Have 
you  ever  noticed  how  many  farmers  try  to  control  gullies  by  throw- 
ing in  old  car  bodies,  or  old  stoves.,.. 

AFHOUHGBR 

•  a  0  •  o_L  A  a  u  m  c  c'jn  s  • » • 


irroll  used  tin  cans,  but  instead  of  just  dumping  them  m, 
and  letting  the  next  rain  wash  under  them,  or  cut  around  them  and 
thus  make  a  worse  gully  than  before,  he  tied  his  tin  cans  m  so-cks. 
Ho  placed  them  co^rofully  in  the  gullies,  then  threv:  dirt  around. 
the  sacks,  seeded  the  dirt  with  grass  mixtures,  so  that  he  would 

have  a  combination  of  structures  plus  vege tc.tion . .  . and    , 

just  to  show  you  that  the  folks  in  Pottawatomie  County  are  going 
to  s ::.vo  their  soil  tliroush  cooeeration,   one  filling  s:ation 
hauled  out  a  bunch  of  old  oil  cans  to  Mr.  Harrell.     ( JENKIHS 
CoiMTINUESo) 


"  12  - 

jENi;:ins  (gontinU-^d) 

Tilings,  liko  that  don't  scoli  much  on  the  surface^,  I  guoj^o,  but 
little  QQstuTQij  like  that  filling  station  made  do  a  lot  tov^'ard 
av'akGnin^  intorost  in  soil  consenvati  m  •     PottoAvat  jiroLO  Cjunty, 
Oklahj^iia,  is  ruite  a  ways  onlond  --■  and  I  doubt  if  it  will  ovon 
hovG  t;..;  defend  its  soil  fn.jLi  invasion  from  anoth?^r  country.  In 
tn.o  ricantimo,  it's  doing  it^s  lovol  oest  to  defend  its  soil  from 

oil  internal  oncm^r  -~  soil  erosion-.  ■  You  kno\:^   , 

soil  conservation  may  seem  vague     and  abstract,  t :)  a  lot  of 
people.     But  you  l^oow,   and  I  know,  and  the  farmers  who  have  to  get 
doxjTi  and  grub  for  a  living;  from  the  soil  Imow,   that  it's  not, 
and  that  it's  mighty 
''That's  the  way  life 
0:^GAN  TEhkCii;;     i  GET  T  E 
Jhih.  li'S   ( on  cue  ) 
This  is  Hal  Jenkins, 
of  the  United  States 
until  next  Satua'^day 

•J 

bring  you  a  story  of 
ORGAN?     UP  AM)  OUT, 

ji 

Ti- 


im.portoarb.     /aid  as  old  Chief  Harjo  said, 
is,  and  that's  the  v;ay  life  should  be," 
3LUES  WiiEh   IT  RAiNS, 

speaking  for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
Department  of  Agriculture.     Goodbye,  fricmds, 
at  this  ::z\•^^o  time  :^vor  WLW ,  when  once  again  we 
''Fortunes  Washed  Away,'' 
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